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¸ A clear separation of religion and 
government

¸Reducing ties between government and a 
state religion, replacing laws based on 
scripture with civil laws

¸ The elimination of discrimination on the 
basis of religion, protection of religious 
minorities

¸ The state should be officially NEUTRAL in 
matters of religion



Four General Areas

1. Religion and Politics

2. Inter -Religious Dialogue and 
Education

3. Religious Symbols in the Public 
Sphere

4. Religion and Human Rights



Religion and Politics

1. Religion must not have space in 
state affairs nor should the state 
interfere in internal religious 
matters.

2. In order to prevent dominance of 
one religious group, the state must 
be secular.  No religious group 
should be given preference over 
others.



Inter -Religious Dialogue and 
Education

3. Secularism is the way to ensure 
harmony in a multi - religious and 
multi -cultural society.  The secular 
state should create an atmosphere 
that is conducive for dialogue.

4. Religious education or indoctrination 
cannot be done in the public sphere.  
Education about religions, however, 
is an option the parents may take.



Religious Symbols in the 
Public Sphere

5. The secular state must allow its 
citizens to wear religious symbols in 
public areas in respect of their 
freedom to express themselves and 
their identity.  The state should not, 
however, place religious symbols in 
public spaces.



Religion and Human Rights

6. Citizens must be given the freedom 
to choose and practice their religion 
as this is a fundamental human 
right.

7. Freedom of religious practice must 
adhere to and respect fundamental 
human rights.


